
PCCC Foundation Focus  
Opening the Door to Opportunity  

Did You Know? 

The Foundation awarded more 

than $600,000 in student     

scholarships during the past 

year! 

This impressive dollar figure 

represents the largest amount 

ever distributed.  

With your generous support, the 

Foundation can continue to      

provide funds to deserving   

students so they can pursue their 

dream of a college education. 

You can donate on-line at 

www.pcccfoundation.org     
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 The fabulous foursome of Bill Albanese, President of A & A                      
Construction Management & Consultants;  Diana Lobosco, Chief   
School Administrator of PCTI;  Steve Coppa, President of Comerro   
Coppa Architects, P.C.; and  Al Alexander, President of PCTI Board 
of Education, came in first place! 

PLAY if forward!   
The 9th Annual Autumn Golf Outing on October 4, 2011 

The Event Co-Chair, Rick Ricca, Director of External Affairs at  
Verizon and The Honorable Jeffery Jones, Mayor, City of       
Paterson, enjoyed the afternoon at Black Bear Golf Club. 

More than 60 golfers spent the 
afternoon at the scenic Black  Bear 
Golf Club in Franklin, New Jersey to 
benefit the PCCC Foundation.    
The event  netted nearly $20,000 
for student scholarships, our most 
successful golf outing, thus far! 

The Foundation would like to 
thank the Event Committee for 
organizing this wonderful day. In 
particular, thanks to PCCC Founda-
tion Trustees Ed Farmer and Rick  
Ricca for serving as the 2011 Event  
Co-Chairs. Their commitment to    
ensuring a successful Golf Outing is 
deeply appreciated. 

The fun, festivities and food would 
not have been possible without 
the support of local businesses and 
organizations. We wish to thank 
Paterson Restoration Corporation 
for  serving as our Cocktail  Recep-
tion Sponsor. Likewise, our     
gratitude to The Northeast       
Regional Council of Carpenters 
and Comerro Coppa Architects for 
serving as our Lunch Sponsors.  

Finally, our sincere thanks to    
Verizon, our Dinner Sponsor, and 
A & A Construction Management 
& Consultants, our Presenting 
Sponsor. Year after year, these 
businesses continue to support the 
PCCC Foundation and allow      
students to fulfill their dream of   
attending college! 

Mark your calendars for next 
year’s golf outing scheduled for 
Tuesday, October 2, 2012. 

To see more photos please go to 
www.pcccfoundation.org 



Dear Colleagues, 
 

As Chair of the Foundation Board of Trustees, I am 
forever inspired by the impact that the Foundation 
Scholarships have on the lives of our students.  For 
example, this past year, we awarded the Verizon 
Scholarship to Triston Hibbert.  
 
After working in the field of Information Technology 
for ten years, Triston returned to school to fulfill his 
dream of completing a professional degree. With a 
$650 scholarship from Verizon, Triston is able to 
tend to his family, work 60 hours per week, and still 
achieve a 3.8 GPA.  He notes that a “PCCC    
scholarship afforded me the opportunities that I 
would not have otherwise.” 
 
 

 
 
George Waitts is the Chief Operating Officer of  
Crown Roll Leaf, Inc., a Paterson-based employer.  
 
Jamie Dykes is the President of the Greater Paterson 
Chamber of Commerce. He also serves as Chairman 
of the Paterson Restoration Corporation. 
 
Dee Wexler is the PCCC Alumni representative to the 
Foundation Board. 
 
Thank you for your generous and continued support of  
the PCCC Foundation. 

Richard  P. Ricca 
Chair, PCCC Foundation 

 
 
The sole purpose of the Foundation is to assist  
students in need, such as Triston, with scholarship  
support so they can continue to further their educa-
tion. In these challenging economic times, the work 
of the Foundation has never been more important.  
 
One of the best ways the Foundation can continue to 
grow and remain strong is to recruit new Foundation 
Board members. I am extremely proud to have wel-
comed four new Foundation Board members to the 
PCCC family in 2011. All four are welcome additions 
to the Foundation with much to offer: 
 
Jim Suessmann, C.P.A., is a Paterson resident and 
a Director at the firm of Murphy, Miller & Baglieri, 
LLP. He is also a part-time faculty member at PCCC.  

Student in the Spotlight - Ricky Rosa 

Deanna Ordiales, Ofelia Almedina, Donette Price-Sparrow & 

 Ricky Rosa at the World Organization for             

Positive Action Award Ceremony. 

Committed to giving back, he serves as a core member 

of Phi Theta Kappa. Through PTK he has helped raise 

funds for the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation 

(JDRF) and Ocean of Love. 

Ricky plans to transfer to a four year college to complete 

his Bachelor’s degree. In the meantime, he wants to 

teach others to not  be discouraged  when plans get 

disrupted.  Sometimes a change in plans ends up  put-

ting you on the right path towards achieving your dream. 

When his plans to attend William Paterson   

University were thwarted due to financial issues, 

Ricky Rosa was hesitant about attending a com-

munity college. Looking back, he realizes that 

the old saying is true; when one door closes 

another one opens. 

As an NJ Star (high school students who gradu-

ate in the top 15% of their class), Ricky had his 

tuition expenses covered at PCCC. However, he 

could not afford the cost of books and fees.  

Fortunately, Ricky was selected to  receive two 

Named Scholarships from the PCCC Founda-

tion. He received the WOPA Scholarship and the 

Verizon Scholarship due to his excellent grades 

and commitment to his community. 

These days, Ricky is enjoying the “close-knit com-

munity” at PCCC and focused on sharing his many 

passions with other students, including his life-long 

passion for music, which just happens to be his 

major at PCCC.  When not in class, Ricky plays 

percussion in a student ensemble under the direc-

tion of his instructor, Willie  Dalton.  Ricky enjoys 

“conga, salsa and anything with a strong Latin 

beat.” He is currently performing in a club in New 

York City. 

 Ricky is also busy perfecting his debating skills. He 

is a founding member, and current Vice President, 

of the PCCC Public Speaking Society. Recently, 

the members competed in an Impromptu Debate 

Competition with other local colleges.  His team  

won third place in the competition.  
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Greetings from Passaic County Community College! 
 
During the 2011-2012 academic year, the Passaic County Community College 
Foundation will award more than $600,000 in scholarship support, benefitting  
hundreds of  needy PCCC students.  This impressive dollar figure represents the 
largest amount ever distributed and will ensure that these students can continue 
pursuing their dream of a college education.   
 
The Foundation’s success can be attributed to our generous donors, whose charita-
ble acts of giving have changed the lives of our students forever.  For example,  
Ms. Ofelia Almedina, a recent Foundation Scholarship recipient, received a $300 
scholarship that “opened her door to opportunity.” Ms. Almedina used the scholar-
ship to purchase costly textbooks for her courses.  Upon entering her classes, she 
felt fully prepared to succeed in her courses.                    
 

At the end of the Fall 2011 semester, she had achieved a 3.7 GPA and             
subsequently earned the Dean’s Award in recognition of her academic 
achievement, altruistic service and admirable leadership.  
 
According to Ofelia, “the boost to my self-esteem, knowing that someone 
believed in me, has been immeasurable to my academic and personal suc-
cess – for which I will be forever grateful.” 
 
I join Ofelia and the many other scholarship recipients in thanking our bene-
factors.  With your support, the PCCC Foundation will continue giving PCCC 
students the gift of education!          

       Steven M. Rose, Ed.D. 
President, PCCC 



  
The PCCC Foundation’s mission is to remove financial barriers to 
higher education by providing scholarship support to PCCC 
students. With this goal in mind, we are focused on constantly      
expanding our Named Scholarship Roster. We are delighted to 
share some of our most recent developments with you. 
 
 
 •  For a second year in a row, we received a grant from the 
Robert Sydney Needham Foundation for student scholarship 
support. This funding will provide scholarship support in the 
amount of $5,000 for one PCCC student who plans to transfer 
to a four-year college or university. The scholarship monies will 
follow the student to the four-year college or university. 
 
 
•  Last year, the World Organization for Positive Action 
(WOPA) created its first scholarship for the PCCC Foundation. 
WOPA was so pleased with last year’s recipient that this year 
they have increased their annual support to provide funds for 
four scholarships. (see photo on page 2) 
 
    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
•  The Paterson Children’s Foundation generously awarded the 
PCCC Foundation a $25,000 grant to continue offering scholar-
ship support for Paterson residents.  
 
 
•  Our esteemed College and Foundation Trustee, Harry B.      
Gourley, has established the Harry B. Gourley Scholarship.     
Mr. Gourley has had a long, successful career in law enforcement. 
Thus, the scholarship recognizes the academic excellence of a  
student in the criminal justice program. 
 
• The Student Government Association (SGA) is the PCCC     
student-run council. These student leaders have demonstrated their 
commitment to helping their peers by establishing four SGA Merit 
Scholarships. 
 
For more information on creating a Named Scholarship, such as 
the ones listed above, please contact Todd Sorber, Executive   
Director of Institutional  Advancement and Workforce Develop-
ment at (973)684-5656 or tsorber@pccc.edu. 
 

 

 

Mark you calendars for the 21st Annual Scholarship 
Gala, which will take place on Thursday, April 26, 2012. 
 
With your support, we can provide students the opportu-
nity to achieve their educational goals.  For many        
students, receiving a scholarship determines whether or 
not they will be able to pursue their dream of higher  
education. Together we can make dreams come true! 
 
The elegant, buffet reception will take place at the his-
toric Hamilton Club. Throughout the evening, guests will 
have the opportunity to bid on unique auction items.   The 
Gala Event Committee is always looking for silent auction 
items and tricky-tray baskets. Golf and vacation pack-
ages, autographed sports memorabilia, gift certificates to 
local restaurants and jewelry are always welcomed addi-
tions to our Silent Auction and Tricky–Tray Extravaganza!           
 
For reservations,  sponsorship opportunities, or to donate 
an item to the “Black & White Gala” please contact 
Nieves Martino, Foundation Event Coordinator, at         
973-684-5300 or nmartino@pccc.edu. 

 

 

Richard Pirozzi Memorial Scholarship 

 

Robert Sydney Needham Scholarship 

 

Rosalie K. Hojegian Memorial Scholarship 

 

SGA Merit Scholarships 

 

Sharik Currie Memorial Scholarship 

 

Verizon Scholarship 

 

World Organization for Positive Action (WOPA) 
Scholarships 

Academic Achievement Scholarship 

 

Albert Payson Terhune Scholarship 

 

Edward & Virginia Casey Memorial Scholarship 

 

Eileen Thompson Academic Achievement  

Scholarship 

     

Professor Emeritus Elaine C.  Harrington  

Scholarship 

     

 Elizabeth Steinberg Memorial Scholarship   

 

Emmett & Evelyn Jones Scholarship  

 for the Humanities 

 

ESL Achievement Scholarship  

 

Harry B. Gourley Scholarship 

 

Helyn & Larry Doby  Memorial Scholarship                              

 

Manuel  V. Lagos Scholarship   

 

Martin & Estelle Rose Memorial Scholarship                                     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Nursing Scholarships 

     

The  Paterson Children’s Foundation  Scholarships         

 

PCCC Theatre Program Scholarship 

Upcoming Event—2012 Scholarship Gala 

2011-2012 Named Scholarship Roster 

New Scholarship Opportunities for PCCC Students 

Page 3 

 

 
A little rain did nothing to dampen the festivities at last year’s 
Gala. The 20th Annual Scholarship Gala, which took place 

on April 28, 2011, featured a fabulous buffet, jazz music and  
gourmet desserts. 

 
 Almost 200 friends and business associates joined us in     

celebrating the achievements of our honorees,                
Philip K. Beachem and Robert F. Guarasci. The event raised 
more than $94,000, among our most successful events ever.    

 
We look forward to seeing you at the 2012 Gala! 



As affordable as a PCCC education is, many students 
cannot manage the cost of tuition, fees and related 
educational expenses without some outside           
assistance.  The Foundation provides the means for 
these students to have access to higher education.  
Established in 1976, the PCCC Foundation’s primary 
purpose is to raise money for student scholarships.   

The Foundation awards more than $600,000          
annually in   scholarship  assistance, helping students 
who need it most, including part-time students who 
are often ineligible for other financial aid. 

Through your gift to the Foundation, you can open 
the door to opportunity for students who may not 
otherwise attend college, and greatly increase their 
chances for personal success, and success within our 
community. 

Opportunities exist for giving in many  forms and at 
all levels. We will be happy to discuss your interests 
and ways to arrange a gift. Please contact us at   
foundation@pccc.edu or at 973-684-5656. 

One College Boulevard 

Paterson, NJ 07505 

Phone: 973-684-5656 

Email: foundation@pccc.edu 

www.pcccfoundation.org 

    CHAIR 
Richard P. Ricca 

  Verizon 

 

 

                TREASURER 
         Steven M. Rose, Ed.D 

              President, PCCC 

 

 

John Ballantyne 
Northeast Regional Council of Carpenters 

 

Carnie P. Bragg 
Carnie P. Bragg Funeral Homes, Inc. 

 

Steve M. Coppa 
Comerro Coppa Architects, P.C. 

 

Rafael Cuellar 
ShopRite of Passaic-Clifton 

 

Jamie Dykes 
Greater Paterson Chamber of Commerce 

 

Edward R. Farmer 
Millennium Strategies, Inc. 

 

Harry B. Gourley 
PCCC Board of Trustees 

VICE-CHAIR 
Deborah S. Hoffman 

Department of Economic 

Development for the County of Passaic 

 

              SECRETARY 
              Todd Sorber 
              Executive Director, PCCC 

 

 

Jacqueline Kineavy 
Senior Vice President, PCCC 

 

Merille Siegel 
Faculty, PCCC 

 

Jim Suessmann 
Murphy, Miller & Baglieri, LLP 

 

George Waitts 
Crown Roll Leaf, Inc. 

 

Dee Wexler 
PCCC Alumni Association Representative 

 

 

Eileen Thompson 
Trustee Emeritus 

TRUSTEES 

PCCC Foundation Board of Trustees The Mission of the PCCC Foundation 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Black & White  
Scholarship Gala 

 
 
 

Thursday, April 26, 2012 
Historic Hamilton Club 


